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 Preface 

  



Before beginning to write this paper, I tried to determine the best way to organize the data for 

ease of use by the reader.  I looked at a number of grammar papers from other languages and 

found A grammar of the Muna language by René van den Berg to be well organized and easy to 

follow.  Therefore, I have organized my paper in a very similar way. 

This grammar is an attempt to cover all main aspects of the structure of Napu from phonology 

through morphology and syntax.  It is intended to be a descriptive grammar based in the 

structuralist tradition, in which language form is the basis of description and subsequently related 

to meaning.  This grammar has been written for both linguists working in the Austronesian 

language family and for theoretical and typological linguists interested in yet another remote 

language of the world.   

In general, I have tried to avoid the use of terms and notations specific to a particular 

theoretical school.  One exception to this is the use of distinctive features from the generative 

model to express morphophonemic changes.  However these sound change rules are also 

expressed clearly in prose and in a more general notation. 

I would like to express my gratitude for the editing help of René van den Berg, Pete Silzer, 

Tom Willett, Lou Hohulin, and Michael Martens.  David Mead went the second mile in assisting 

me. Without his encouragement and help on the final editing, this paper would never have 

reached publication.  I am also very grateful to John Oh and Janet Waktins for the many hours 

they spent in preparing this document for publication. 
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